
Monterey Bay Air Resources District 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AGENDA 

KOLLIN KOSMICKI, CHAIR 
WEDNESDAY, August 20, 2025 - 1:30 P.M. 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, 3rd Floor, Monterey, CA 93940 

REMOTE LOCATION VIA TELECONFERENCE 
Any interested parties or community members may attend and participate in the meeting at 

the following address where Directors Lopez and LeBarre will attend the meeting from: 
Office of Supervisor Chris Lopez, County of Monterey, District 3,  

1011 Broadway Street, Suite C, King City, CA 93930 

BOARD MEMBERS ATTENDING REMOTELY  
Directors Lopez and LeBarre will attend the meeting remotely from: 

Office of Supervisor Chris Lopez, County of Monterey, District 3,  
1011 Broadway Street, Suite C, King City, CA 93930 

ZOOM MEETING OPTION FOR PUBLIC 
Link to meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84630619126  

Webinar ID: 846 3061 9126, By Phone (audio only; Webinar ID required): 1-669-900-6833 

Members of the public that wish to participate in the meeting may do so by joining the Zoom 
Webinar ID, attending in-person at 24580 Silver Cloud Ct. Monterey, or attending in-person at 
remote teleconference locations when listed above.  Should you have any questions, please 
contact Sirie Thongchua, Executive Assistant, at (831) 718-8028 or by email at sirie@mbard.org. 

To Provide Public Comment via Zoom teleconference/video conference: During the live 
meeting verbal public comments may be made by members of the public joining the meeting 
via Zoom.  Use the “raise hand” feature (for those joining by phone, press *9 to “raise hand”) 
during the public comment period for the agenda item you wish to address.  Members of the 
public participating via Zoom will be muted during the meeting and may be unmuted to speak 
during public comment after requesting and receiving recognition by the Chair.  Please clearly 
state your full name for the record at the start of your public comment.  

To Submit Public Comment Before the Meeting:  Persons who wish to address the Board for 
public comment of an item not on the agenda are encouraged to submit comments in writing 
to Sirie Thongchua, Executive Assistant, at sirie@mbard.org by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 19 
2025. Comments received will be distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order by Chair Kosmicki at 1:35 p.m.  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ROLL CALL – Roll Call was interrupted for a few minutes to resolve a Zoom audio connection 

between the boardroom and the remote location for Directors Lopez and LeBarre. 
a. Brown Act Remote Participation 

• Chair Kosmicki asked Directors Lopez and LeBarre to address questions regarding 
teleconferencing participation.  

b. Present: Luis Alejo, Wendy Askew, Kimberly De Serpa, Kollin Kosmicki, Mike LeBarre, 
Chris Lopez, Andrew Sandoval.  Absent: Mary Ann Carbone, Gerry Jensen, Eduardo 
Montesino.  Arrived late: Felipe Hernandez at 1:40 p.m. following Roll Call. 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT – None. 
 
5. REPORTS BY COMMITTEE CHAIRS ON COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

a. Budget, Personnel, and Nominating Committee – The committee did not meet. 
b. Advisory Committee – The committee did not meet. 

 
6. COMMENTS AND REFERRALS FROM CHAIR AND BOARD MEMBERS – None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Motion:  Approve items on the Consent Agenda.  Action:  Approve.  Moved by Luis Alejo, 
Seconded by Felipe Herndandez.  Vote: Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. (summary: 
Yes = 8). Yes: Luis Alejo, Wendy Askew, Kimberly De Serpa, Felipe Hernandez, Kollin Kosmicki, 
Mike LeBarre, Chris Lopez, Andrew Sandoval. Absent: Mary Ann Carbone, Gerry Jensen, Eduardo 
Montesino. 
 
7. Accepted and Filed Summary of Actions for June 18, 2025, Board of Directors Meeting 

 
8. Received and Filed Budget to Actual Report for the Eleven Months Ended May 31, 2025 

 
9. Accepted and Filed Report of Summary of Mutual Settlement Program Actions for June 

2025 and July 2025 
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10. Accepted and Filed AB 617 Implementation Grant Agreement G24-CAPP-18 
 
11. Approved Director Lopez’s Recommended Appointment of Sanford (Sandy) Coplin to the 

Advisory Committee 
 

12. Resolution 25-009: Adopted a Resolution Authorizing the Air Pollution Control Officer to 
Enter into an Agreement, Apply for Funding, Accept Funding, and Administer the AB 617 
Community Air Protection Program Year 8 (Fiscal Year 2024-25) Incentives Grant 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

13. Received Annual Report by the Public Agency Retirement Services (PARS) of MBARD’s Other Post 
Employment Benefits (OPEB) and Pension Rate Stabilization Trust Accounts 
Received the presentation only; no action required. 

 
14. Received Presentation from David Edwards, Ph.D., on the Office of Environmental Health 

Hazard’s (OEHHA) CalHeatScore, California Communities Extreme Heat Scoring System 
Received the presentation only; no action required. 
 

15. Received Presentation and Adopted the Proposed Updates to the Monterey Bay Air 
Resources District’s (MBARD) California Air Resources Board (CARB) Grant Programs Policies 
and Procedures Manual. 
Motion: Received the presentation and adopt proposed updates to MBARD’s CARB Grant 
Programs Policies and Procedures Manual. Action: Approve.  Moved by Felipe Hernandez, 
Seconded by Kimberly De Serpa. Vote: Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
(summary: Yes = 8). Yes: Luis Alejo, Wendy Askew, Kimberly De Serpa, Felipe Hernandez, 
Kollin Kosmicki, Mike LeBarre, Chris Lopez, Andrew Sandoval. Absent: Mary Ann Carbone, 
Gerry Jensen, Eduardo Montesino. 
 

16. Formed an Ad-Hoc Committee to Provide Direction on Community Outreach Events.   
Motion: Establish a Community Outreach Events Ad-Hoc Committee of Board Members 
Wendy Askew, Kimberly DeSerpa, Kollin Kosmicki, and Andrew Sandoval. Action: Approve.  
Moved by Felipe Hernandez, Seconded by Luis Alejo. Vote: Motion carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. (summary: Yes = 8). Yes: Luis Alejo, Wendy Askew, Kimberly De Serpa, Felipe 
Hernandez, Kollin Kosmicki, Mike LeBarre, Chris Lopez, Andrew Sandoval. Absent: Mary Ann 
Carbone, Gerry Jensen, Eduardo Montesino. 

 
17. REPORT FROM AIR POLLUTION CONTROL OFFICER 

Richard Stedman, APCO, reported on the following: 
 

Agenda Item No. 7



MBARD Board of Directors Meeting   Page 4 of 7 
Wednesday, August 20, 2025 
 

Advisory Committee 
The Advisory Committee did not meet this month since we could not muster a quorum. 
 
Engineering and Compliance 
• Recognition of Armando Jimenez 

I would like to begin my report by acknowledging the diligent work of MBARD Engineer 
III Armando Jimenez. Armando worked with the Sitos Group over the past two years on 
permitting a pilot project pyrolysis unit, located at the ReGen Monterey property. The 
pyrolysis unit was utilized to convert green waste into biochar, which can serve as a soil 
amendment. This project exemplified collaboration among various agencies, including 
MBARD and ReGen Monterey, as well as biomass supplier Keith Day and the Sitos 
Group, aimed at enhancing the understanding of pyrolysis as a biomass management 
tool. 
  
Armando carefully reviewed the applicable federal regulations and was able to 
communicate the regulatory requirements clearly. From this effort, Armando issued an 
Authority to Construct for the unit, which required testing. The air pollutant testing 
demonstrated the need for a control device, such as a wet scrubber, for future 
iterations of the pyrolysis unit. 
  
Ultimately, Armando developed permit conditions that met the US EPA’s applicability 
criteria for the unit not to be subject to the US EPA’s incinerator regulation.  Sitos Group 
acknowledged the positive outcome of this project, including MBARD’s assistance in 
issuing a permit. The pilot project ended in July, and the unit has been removed from 
the ReGen Monterey property. This type of project allows our staff to learn the nuances 
of regulations while supporting the development of information for new technologies.   
Thank you, Armando! 

  
• I am happy to announce our new Administrative Assistant for Engineering, Eden 

Gonzalez, who started on July 28.  Eden comes to MBARD with a background in 
administrative support, data management, and professional communication. Eden is a 
graduate of CSUMB with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology.  Eden has been a great 
addition to our team. 

  
• The application period for our new engineer position ended on August 8.  We received 

over 20 applications and will be starting interviews soon. 
  

• Engineering completed the public notice period for Monterey One Water to modify the 
existing anaerobic digestion system to include co-digestion with food waste. No 
comments were received. This will be the first co-digestion project with a food waste 
permit issued by MBARD, representing another method for diverting food waste from 
landfills. Monterey One Water will benefit from the additional digester gas, which will 
offset natural gas use and fuel their cogeneration system. 
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• During the last week of July, the California Air Resources Board’s enforcement team 
conducted unannounced joint inspections with MBARD inspectors at three landfills: 
Johnson Canyon landfill, Monterey Peninsula landfill, and Buena Vista landfill.  This 
provided an opportunity for MBARD inspectors to get training from CARB related to 
their expectations for monitoring instantaneous methane leaks. CARB and MBARD staff 
detected methane leaks at all three sites, originating from sources such as wellheads 
and the landfill surface. 
 

• No odor complaints from Marina residents have been received since the June Board 
meeting. 

 
Planning and Air Monitoring 
Air Monitoring  
• The air monitoring program will receive a Technical Systems Audit from ARB staff in 

September.  This audit is required by the EPA every 5 years.  It covers compliance with 
established regulations and guidance governing the collection, analysis, validation, and 
reporting of ambient air quality data.  The audit will identify program innovation and 
improvement, areas where programs can be strengthened and provide feedback. 

 
Planning  
• Planning staff have been working with DTSC and the Army on the planned 287-acre 

prescribed burn at the former Ft. Ord.  The burn window is now open, but it is not 
expected to take place until late Fall.  MBARD has received a grant of $198,012 from 
DTSC to cover administrative costs for smoke management activities and public 
response. 

 
• CARB Staff will be visiting the Planning Division this week to review the Carl Moyer 

Memorial Grant Program.  They will also tour a past engine-replacement project at the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute. 

 
• The Monterey Bay Electric Vehicle Incentive Program, which provides residents with an 

incentive to purchase new and used all-electric or plug-in electric vehicles, launched on 
July 1.  $500,000 has been budgeted for the program using funds from local DMV 
fees.  So far, 93 applications have been received, with about one quarter of the 
$500,000 allocated for the program already committed. 
 

• MBARD received twenty industrial-sized air purifiers through a grant from CAPCOA last 
year to establish Clean Air Centers in preparation for potential smoke impacts from 
wildfires. MBARD is working with Breathe California to distribute the air purifiers. The 
County of San Benito Office of Emergency Services and County of Santa Cruz Office of 
Resource, Recovery, and Resilience recently received a total of 12 units. Breathe CA staff 
are working to distribute the eight remaining in Monterey County. 
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• The 2025-26 Woodstove Change Out Program, which offers incentives to replace non-

EPA certified wood stoves, fireplace inserts, and open-hearth fireplaces with cleaner 
home heating devices, is expected to launch in September. 

 
Outreach 
• Planning Staff set up an outreach table at a community resource open house at Mt. Toro 

High School in Salinas on August 13.  The event was an opportunity to showcase the 
Landscape Equipment Exchange Program and the Community Air Protection 
Program.  MBARD received an enthusiastic response from the community. 

 
• Planning Staff will attend an electric vehicle ride and drive event organized by Ecology 

Action at Watsonville High School on October 4 to promote the Electric Vehicle 
Incentive Program; and the Good Fire Faire at Henry Cowell Redwoods on October 11 to 
educate the community on effective smoke management strategies for open burning. 

 
Last couple of items: 
 
Heat Pump Water Heater 
I would like to thank AMBAG, specifically Amaury Berteaud, PGE&E, and Wildan Energy 
Solutions, for our new Heat Pump water heater.  Additionally, David Frisey assisted in 
coordinating the installation. 
 
Heat pump water heaters offer significant energy savings and environmental benefits but 
also come with higher upfront costs and potential limitations. They are more energy-
efficient than traditional electric heaters, potentially saving hundreds of dollars per year. 
One of the major cons of heat pump water heaters is the high upfront costs.  That wasn’t an 
issue for us since the water heater was installed free of charge.  Thanks again to all who 
made this installation happen! 
 
Special Award for the District 
Congratulations to the governing board of MBARD from SDRMA.  SDMRA is recognizing 
MBARD for no paid claims to Worker’s Compensation Program for years 2020-2025. 
 
“This accomplishment is a testament to your agency’s commitment to risk management 
excellence and a culture of safety and proactive governance.” 

In addition to the recognition, MBARD will see a reduction in our annual contribution 
amount, including credit incentive points and a lower experience modification factor. 
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CLOSED SESSION 

 
18. The Board will meet in Closed Session as permitted by Government Code section 54950 

relating to the following: 
 

a. Pursuant to Government Code section 54957(b)(1), the Board will provide a 
performance evaluation for the Air Pollution Control Officer.  No public comments. No 
reportable action. 
 

Legal Counsel removed (b) from the agenda. 
 

18. Adjournment - Close of Open Meeting at 3:04 p.m. - The Board adjourned out of Closed 
Session.  

 
Sirie Thongchua 
Executive Assistant 
 
 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING IS OCTOBER 15, 2025 
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CalHeatScore 
The California Communities Extreme Heat Scoring System 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 

Monterey Air Quality Management [);strict 
August 20. 2025 

How CalHeatScore Works 

Localized Alerts: Tailors heat warnings to each 
community's speclfoc cilmate and vulnerability. 

Dally & Farecut Upcllrt&: Provides daily heat 
scores and multklay forecasts to support early 
action. 

Protectiwt Rankings: Reflects health risks using 
local ER dats and rS9ional climate conditions 

Targeted Outreach: Provides general information 
on recognizing hem illness. who is generally at risk. 
and ways to keep yourself safe. 

Resource Connections: Links users to cooLing 
centers 

Monterey Bay Region 

January -August 2025 

Aueust1-August 15 

2 

4 

CHS 

6 

CalHeatScore: An Early Warning 
System for Heat 

Tool Demo 

Climate and Weather Data 

• Historical dimate observations 
o Zip code level heat conditions 
o Connect temperature 

measurements to health 
responses 

• Daily weather forecasts 
o Temperature forecasts for the 

upcoming week 
o Basis for heat rankings 
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Heat-Health Response Data 

• Daily heat-related Emergency 
Department (ED) visits per zip 
code from 2016-2018 

NS OF HUT lllNESI 

• Includes heat illness, heat stroke, 
dehydration, acute and chronic 
kidney failure 

• Source: Department of Healthcare 
Access and Information (HCAI) 

-·­

,_._,. ·.
-­
_ ... 

-·-

--

CalHeatScore Users and Applications 

8 

10 

Calculating Heat Rankings 
Exam e Zl Code CHS 1 2 3 4 

I ..,�
E ,m.,--------< 

♦- ..... --- - ---t 

60 70 10 to 100 

Appl;rent ltmpttatlft If) 

How to Cet Involved 

• Join our listserv: CalHeatScore,calepa.ca.gov 
• Email us with comments: CalHeatScore@oehha.ca.gov 

• Try out CalHeatScore for yourselfl 
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�-Carl Moyer Program (CMP) 

3 

5 

D Replacing old engines with new cleaner engines= emission reductions 
□ Smog forming Nitrogen Oxides, Reactive Organic Gases, Particulate Matter 
□ Carbon Dioxide 
□ Toxic air contaminants 

D Authorized by AB 1571, enacted 1999 

D Allocations to MBARD total to date $20.5 Million 
□ Year 26 (FY 2024-25) = Sl.26 Million 
□Year 27 (FY 2025-26)::: $1.22 Million 

D Total emissions reduced to date: 806 tons 

10 gasoline-powered Ryobl 25AXB heaf blowers 10 zero-emission Stihl BGA 86 leaf blowers 
40 Stihl AP 500 S heavv duty batteries 
Emission savings: 258 pounds per year 

2 

4 

�-
-

U date to CARB Grant Pro ram Guidelines 

□ Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards Attainment Program 
(CMP or Moyer) 

Q Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emissions 
Reductions (FARMER) 

□ Community Air Protection Program (CAPP) 

... • .. 8iKi 14Jii,, z, 
..,,,,._ .. .....,, o,J.110,d Z...-o--[ri>tmon EVChar&•"I z«o-Emission fflo-fnwuoon 

Xhoolbuln ........ """"'' UndM:•� 

, .. ..-

�P Project Type: 

" 
hro-Emisi,o, 

U1,htyTrrr1,n 

_,.. 

� 

Landscape Equipment Exchange Program (LEEP) 

□ Replaces gasoline-powered small off-road engines 

Q Examples: chainsaws, walk-behind mowers, leaf blowers 

□ Funding Sources & Allocations to MBARD 

Q Carl Moyer Program - $80,000 for residential applicants 
□ Year 2024 CMP State Reserve - $315,000 for commercial applicants 
□ Year 2026 CMP State Reserve-$224,828 for residential and/or commercial 

applicants 

��ng Agricultural Replacement Measures 
for Emissions Reductions {FARMER) 

6 

□ Replacing old engines with new cleaner engines;: emission reductions 
□Smog forming Nitrogen Oxides, Reactive Organic Gases, Particulate Matter 
□Carbon Dioxide 
□Toxic air contaminants 

□ Authorized by AB 134, AB 109 and SB 856 in 2017 - 2018 

□ Allocations to MBARD total to date: $5.2 Million 

□ FARMER Year 5 (FY 2022-23) - $1,322,000 
□ FARMER Year 6 (FY 2023-24) -$660,975 

D Total emissions reduced to date: 162 tons 
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1912 Y.rutU. l!S, 400 hp, n.r O tnctor 

�lty Populations 

NEW Fendt FT933, 374 hp, Tiu 4 Fina I trat1or 

Emission savln1s: 18.4 tons pcrye1r 

�ates to MBARD Policies and Procedures
D All Programs 

□ Use of generative Al 

D Carl Moyer Program 

□ EV charging infrastructure program 

□ Marine repower projects 
□ LEEP - removed limits for public schools 
□ Non-agricultural UlV program 

D FARMER 

□ Agricultural UTV program 
□ Zero-emission drone projects 

11 

�mmunit Air Protection Pro ram CAPP 

8 

0 Reduce Criteria Pollutants and Toxic Air Contaminants in Priority Populations 

Q lncentivizes use of cleaner technoloaies 
C 70% of funds go to Dlsadvanta1ed Communities (DAC) 

□ 80% to Low-Income (LI) ;ret1s 

D Authorized by AB 617 in 2017 

D Allocations to M8ARD total to date: $3.S Mi111on 

0 CAPP Year 5 (FY 2022·231 - $1.4 Million 
□ CAPP Year 6 (FY 2023-24) - $1.3 Million 
□ CAPP Year 7 (FY 2024-25) - $1.26 Million 

0 Total emissions reduced to date: 50 tons 

1993 Thomas Saf-T-Uner dM!sel-power111d 
Khoolbm 2023 IC BusCE 2608 zero-emluionKhool bus 

Emiulon savinp: 212 pounds per vur 

10 

�ates to MBARD Policies and Procedures 

12 

□CAPP Additional Eligible Project Categories 

a Dial-A-Ride Vehicle Replacement Projects 
a Community Greening and Vegetative Barriers 
a Sensitive Receptors 
a Stationary Source Projects 
a Local Agency Partnership Projects 
□ Emergency Stationary Generator Replacement Projects 
a Paving, Sidewalk, and Blke Path Projects 
□ Woodstove Smoke Reduction Projects 

}> use LIHEAP for determining LI eligibility 
a Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 
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