
MONTEREY BAY AIR RESOURCES DISTRICT 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

JANET BRENNAN, CHAIR 
THURSDAY, October 2, 2025 – 1:30 P.M.  

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA – Boardroom 

REMOTE MEETING OPTION FOR PUBLIC 
Link to meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89899831431    

Webinar ID: 898 9983 1431 
By Phone (audio only, Webinar ID required): 1-669-900-6833 

Members of the public that wish to participate in the hearing may do so by joining the Zoom 
Webinar ID or in-person at 24580 Silver Cloud Ct. Monterey.  Should you have any questions, 
please contact Sirie Thongchua, Executive Assistant, at (831) 718-8028 or by email at 
sirie@mbard.org.  

To Provide Public Comment via Zoom teleconference/video conference: During the meeting 
live, verbal public comments may be made by members of the public joining the meeting via 
Zoom.  Zoom access information is provided above.  Use the “raise hand” feature (for those 
joining by phone, press *9 to “raise hand”) during the public comment period for the agenda 
item you wish to address.  Members of the public participating via Zoom will be muted during 
the proceedings and may be unmuted to speak during public comment after requesting and 
receiving recognition by the Chair.  Please clearly state your full name for the record at the start 
of your public comment.  

Before the Meeting:  Persons who wish to address the Advisory Committee for public comment 
of an item not on the agenda are encouraged to submit comments in writing to Sirie Thongchua, 
Executive Assistant, at sirie@mbard.org by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 1, 2025. Comments 
received will be distributed to the Advisory Committee prior to the meeting. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 
 
1. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Brennan at 1:54 p.m. The meeting 

started late due to technical issues with the audio-visual equipment. 
 
2.  Roll Call – Present: Janet Brennan, Sandy Coplin, Ramon Gomez, Seth Gustafson, Matthew 

McCluney, Allen Stroh.  Absent: Zane Hatchett, Scott Storm, Sandy Swint, Caitlyn Turley.  
(Robert Smith resigned from the committee on July 1, 2025.) 

 
3. Welcomed New Members to the Advisory Committee – Ramon Gomez, Seth Gustafson 
 
4. Nominations and Elections of 2025 Committee Chair and Vice Chair 

Motion: Nominate Allen Stroh as Committee Chair, and Janet Brennan as Committee Vice 
Chair. Action: Approve. Moved by Janet Brennan, Seconded by Allen Stroh.  
Vote: Motion carried unanimously (summary: Yes = 6). Yes: Janet Brennan, Sandy Coplin, 
Ramon Gomez, Seth Gustafson, Matthew McCluney, Allen Stroh.  Absent: Zane Hatchett, 
Scott Storm, Sandy Swint, Caitlyn Turley. 
 
Janet Brennan handed the gavel to Chair Allen Stroh to lead the remainder of the 
meeting. 
 

5.  Changes to the Agenda – None. 
 

6.  Public Comment Period – None. 
 

7. Accepted and Filed Summary of Actions for the Advisory Committee Meeting of October 3, 2024 
  
8. Accepted and Filed Summary of Actions for the Advisory Committee Meeting of February 6, 2025 
 
9. Received an Update on the Air Toxics Program 

 
10. Received a Presentation on the AB 2766 Motor Vehicle Emission Reduction Grant Program 

(AB 2766 Program). 
 

Public Comment – Ellen Vaughan, Assistant Director of Sustainability for Operational & 
Strategic Initiatives, University of California at Santa Cruz (UCSC), supports a grant award for 
UCSC’s Level 3 Charger.  (We experienced technical issues with Zoom’s audio for a few 
minutes.  Zoom attendees could hear speakers in the boardroom, but attendees in the 
boardroom could not hear Zoom attendees.  Vaughan was able to type in her public 
comment in the Zoom Chat Box.  Her comment was read out loud to attendees in the 
boardroom.) 

 
11. Received Monthly Oral Report from Air Pollution Control Officer  
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David Frisbey, Planning and Air Monitoring Manager, reported on the following: 
Engineering and Compliance 
• Noticed in news – Rich was interviewed on Monday on KSBW - MBARD has recently 

received several odor complaints from the public in areas of East Garrison, Marina, 
Seaside and along River Road in Salinas.  We are investigating the many potential 
sources of these odors such as standing water in ponds, sewers, wastewater treatment 
plants, landfills, and agricultural operations. The odors in East Garrison and along River 
Road in Salinas were identified to be from two separate agricultural ponds and the 
operators are working to address the issue.  Complaints received in Marina and Seaside 
are being further investigated. 

  
• Engineering completed the public notice period for Monterey One Water to modify the 

existing anaerobic digestion system to include co-digestion with food waste. No 
comments were received. This will be the first co-digestion project with a food waste 
permit issued by MBARD, representing another method for diverting food waste from 
landfills. Monterey One Water will benefit from the additional digester gas, which will 
offset natural gas use and fuel their cogeneration system. 

  
• During the last week of July, the California Air Resources Board’s enforcement team 

conducted unannounced joint inspections with MBARD inspectors at three landfills: 
Johnson Canyon landfill, Monterey Peninsula landfill, and Buena Vista landfill.  This 
provided an opportunity for MBARD inspectors to get training from CARB related to 
their expectations for monitoring instantaneous methane leaks. CARB and MBARD staff 
detected methane leaks at all three sites, originating from sources such as wellheads 
and the landfill surface. 
 

Air Monitoring  
• Audits - The air monitoring program received a Technical Systems Audit from ARB staff 

in September.  This audit is required by the EPA every five years.  It covers compliance 
with established regulations and guidance governing the collection, analysis, validation, 
and reporting of ambient air quality data.  MBARD also received an annual audit two 
weeks earlier. 

 
Planning  
• Planning staff have been working with the Department of Toxic Substances Control 

(DTSC) and the Army on the planned 287-acre prescribed burn at the former Fort 
Ord.  The burn window is now open.  MBARD has received a grant of $198,012 from 
DTSC to cover administrative costs for smoke management activities and public 
response. 

 
• CARB Staff visited the Planning Division in August to review the Carl Moyer Memorial 

Grant Program.   
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• MBARD received twenty industrial-sized air purifiers through a grant from the California 
Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) to establish Clean Air Centers in 
preparation for potential smoke impacts from wildfires. MBARD is working with Breathe 
California to distribute the air purifiers. The County of San Benito Office of Emergency 
Services and County of Santa Cruz Office of Resource, Recovery, and Resilience recently 
received a total of twelve units. Staff are working to distribute the eight remaining in 
Monterey County. 
 

• The 2025-26 Woodstove Change Out Program launched in September.  The program 
offers incentives to replace non-EPA certified wood stoves, fireplace inserts, and open-
hearth fireplaces with cleaner home heating devices. 

 
Outreach 
• Planning Staff set up an outreach table at a community resource open house at Mt. Toro 

High School in Salinas on August 13.  The event was an opportunity to showcase the 
Landscape Equipment Exchange Program and the Community Air Protection 
Program.  MBARD received an enthusiastic response from the community. 

 
• Planning Staff will attend an electric vehicle ride and drive event organized by Ecology 

Action at Watsonville High School on October 4 to promote the Electric Vehicle 
Incentive Program; and the Central Coast Good Fire Fair at Henry Cowell Redwoods on 
October 11 to educate the community on effective smoke management strategies for 
open burning.   

 
Staff Recognition at August 20 Board Meeting 
• Recognition of Armando Jimenez, Air Quality Engineer II 

At the August 20 Board Meeting, Armando Jimenez was recognized for his work with the 
Sitos Group over the past two years on permitting a pilot project pyrolysis unit, located 
at the ReGen Monterey property. This project exemplified collaboration among various 
agencies. Well done, Armando! 

  
Staffing 
• New Hire: Eden Gonzalez, Administrative Assistant, Engineering Division  
• New Hire: Michael Hamaguchi, Air Quality Inspector II, Compliance Division  
• Promotion of Michael Purugannan from Air Quality Technician to Air Quality Planner 
• Currently in the process of hiring an Engineer and an Air Quality Technician 

 
Heat Pump Water Heater 
MBARD installed a heat pump water heater recently from a grant offered by PG&E.  Heat 
pump water heaters offer significant energy savings and environmental benefits but also 
come with higher upfront costs and potential limitations. They are more energy-efficient 
than traditional electric heaters, potentially saving hundreds of dollars per year. One of the 

Agenda Item No. 5

https://www.mbard.org/wood-stove-change-program-wscop
https://www.mbard.org/leep
https://www.mbard.org/ab-617-community-air-protection
https://www.mbard.org/ab-617-community-air-protection
https://www.mbard.org/electric-vehicle-incentive-program
https://www.mbard.org/electric-vehicle-incentive-program
https://bit.ly/3Ww9wNS


MBARD of the Advisory Committee  Page 5 of 5 
Thursday, October 2, 2025 

major cons of heat pump water heaters is the high upfront costs.  That wasn’t an issue for us 
since the water heater was installed free of charge.   

 
Special Award for the District 
Special District Risk Management Authority (SDRMA) is recognizing MBARD for no paid 
claims to the Worker’s Compensation Program for years 2020-2025. 
 

12.  Future Agenda Items 
 
Mathew McCluney –  
A. Presentation on how EPA rule changes will affect California air pollution control rules.   
B. Does MBARD do any community outreach to new homeowners?  (There are many new 
homeowners in Marina.) 

 
13.  Chairman’s Comments – Encourge new committee members to contribute topics for future 

meetings. 
 
14.  Comments from Committee Members – None. 
 
15.  Order for Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

 
Sirie Thongchua 
Executive Assistant 
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