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                N e w s   R e l e a s e  
                                                                                                               

           Serving Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz counties 
      24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, 93940 
      PH: 831/647-9411   FAX 831/647-8501 

Air Quality and Transportation 
Monterey, California – May 3, 2023 

 
Today is the third day of Air Quality Awareness Week.  Vehicle emissions are the largest source of air pollution in the 
Monterey Bay Area.  Vehicle pollutants harm our health and contain greenhouse gases that cause climate change. 
Burning gasoline and diesel fuel creates harmful byproducts like nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, 
benzene, and formaldehyde. In addition, vehicles emit carbon dioxide, the most common human-caused greenhouse 
gas. 

The good news is that you can reduce pollution from motor vehicles. Driving the cleanest vehicle you can afford and 
making everyday choices to drive less and drive smarter can make a big difference. 

Monterey Bay Air Resources District (MBARD) administers a wide variety of grant programs to incentivize projects that 
clean our air and reduce health impacts in Monterey, San Benito and Santa Cruz Counties. Funding is primarily focused 
on mobile source projects that reduce or eliminate pollution from cars, trucks, marine vessels, agricultural equipment, 
construction equipment and for projects that encourage the use of low emissions or zero emissions transportation such 
as vanpools and electric vehicle replacements. 

MBARD Grant Programs and Recommended Clean Air Measures 
 
Zero-Emission School Bus Program 
The Zero Emissions School Bus Program (ZESBP) provides school districts with an opportunity to replace diesel school 
buses with clean running electric buses, reducing overhead costs and improving local air quality while helping to 
educate students about the benefits of electric vehicles. To find out more information about the Zero Emission School 
Bus Program, please visit our webpage:   
https://www.mbard.org/zero-emission-school-bus-program. 
 
Community Air Protection Program  
The Community Air Protection Program (CAPP) reduces pollution exposure in communities based on environmental, 
health, and socio-economic information. Air quality improvements in these communities are accomplished by enhancing 
air monitoring, providing cleaner technologies, and engaging the community. To find out more information about the 
Community Air Protection Program, please visit our webpage:  https://www.mbard.org/ab-617-community-air-
protection.  
 
Electric Vehicle Incentive Program 
The program provides funding for the purchase or lease of new or used alternative fuel passenger vehicles 
such as zero-emission electric or plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. Additional information may be found at: 
https://www.mbard.org/electric-vehicle-incentive-program.  

 
E-Bike Incentive Program (e-BIP) 
The program provides funding for the purchase of electric bikes to low-income applicants from Monterey, San 
Benito and Santa Cruz Counties. As e-bike technology advances and more e-bike models become available, e-
bikes can be a useful way to displace vehicle trips for commuting to work or school and for running errands. 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ghg-inventory-program
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/topics/climate-change
https://www.epa.gov/climatechange-science/basics-climate-change#:%7E:text=Water%20vapor%20appears%20to%20cause,this%20leads%20to%20further%20warming.
https://www.epa.gov/climatechange-science/basics-climate-change#:%7E:text=Water%20vapor%20appears%20to%20cause,this%20leads%20to%20further%20warming.
https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Climate-change/Greenhouse-gases/What-you-can-do
https://www.mbard.org/zero-emission-school-bus-program
https://www.mbard.org/ab-617-community-air-protection
https://www.mbard.org/ab-617-community-air-protection
https://www.mbard.org/electric-vehicle-incentive-program
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MBARD encourages the use of pedal and electric power to reduce smog forming and global warming 
emissions while promoting the health and well-being of our community.  Additional information may be 
found at:  https://www.mbard.org/e-bike-incentive-program.  

 
Diesel Engine & Equipment Replacement Program 
The program provides funding to encourage replacement of older heavy-duty motors/engines operated in 
one or more of MBARD’s three counties: Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz. The types of equipment 
funded include irrigation pump engines, mobile agricultural equipment, fishing, and commercial marine 
vessels, and construction equipment.  Additional information may be found at:  
https://www.mbard.org/diesel-engine-equipment-replacement-program.  

 
Reduce Idling of Heavy-Duty Vehicles 
The goal of this strategy is to limit the potential for localized PM2.5 and toxic air contaminant impacts associated with 
the idling of heavy-duty vehicles (e.g. school buses). The diesel exhaust from idling has the potential to cause significant 
adverse health impacts. As such, MBARD recommends you consider a measure for compliance of the state anti-idling 
regulation (13 CCR § 2485 and 13 CCR § 2480) and discuss the importance of limiting the amount of idling, especially 
nearby and within the boundaries of a school. 
 
Heavy Duty Vehicle Routing 
MBARD recommends that you consider evaluating heavy-duty vehicle (e.g. school buses) routing patterns, with the 
goal of this strategy limiting exposure of residential communities to diesel exhaust emissions. This evaluation would 
consider the current heavy-duty vehicle routes, the destination of each trip, traffic volume correlation with the time of 
day or day of the week, and overall vehicle miles traveled. The heavy-duty vehicle routing evaluation would also 
identify alternative heavy-duty vehicle routes and their impacts on vehicle miles traveled and air quality. 
 
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact David Frisbey, Planning and Air Monitoring 
Manager by phone at (831) 647-9411 or at dfrisbey@mbard.org. 
 
Photo attached. 
 
Please follow us on social media and join us by tagging us and using the hashtags below.   

Follow us on Social Media:  @MBUAPCD     Monterey Bay Air Resources District       mbardaq  
 
Hashtags:  #AQAW2023, #AQI, #electricvehicles, #climatechange, #airquality, #zeroemissions  
 
Richard A. Stedman 
Air Pollution Control Officer 
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