
Monterey Bay Air Resources District 
MEETING OF THE HEARING BOARD 

MICHAEL GUTH, CHAIR 
Friday, December 12, 2025, 2:00 P.M. 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA - Boardroom 
REMOTE MEETING OPTION FOR PUBLIC 

Link to meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542401484  
Webinar ID: 875 4240 1484 

By Phone (audio only, Webinar ID required): 1-669-900-6833 

Members of the public that wish to participate in the hearing may do so by joining the Zoom 
Webinar ID or in-person at 24580 Silver Cloud Ct. Monterey.  Should you have any questions, 
please contact Sirie Thongchua, Executive Assistant, at 831-718-8028 or by email at 
sirie@mbard.org.  

To Provide Public Comment via Zoom teleconference/video conference: During the meeting 
live verbal public comments may be made by members of the public joining the meeting via 
Zoom.  Zoom access information is provided above.  Use the “raise hand” feature (for those 
joining by phone, press *9 to “raise hand”) during the public comment period for the agenda 
item you wish to address.  Members of the public participating via Zoom will be muted during 
the proceedings and may be unmuted to speak during public comment after requesting and 
receiving recognition by the Chair.  Please clearly state your full name for the record at the start 
of your public comment.  

Before the Meeting:  Persons who wish to address the Hearing Board for public comment of an 
item not on the agenda are encouraged to submit comments in writing to Sirie Thongchua, 
Executive Assistant, at sirie@mbard.org by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 11, 2025. 
Comments received will be distributed to the Hearing Board prior to the meeting. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 
 
Legal Counsel Reed Gallogly advised the Hearing Board to elect an Interim Chairperson 
because Chairperson Guth was absent at 2:00 p.m. 
 
A. Nominations and Election of Interim Chairperson 

Motion: Nominate and elect Leslie Girard as the Interim Chairperson.  Action:  Approve.  
Moved by Christopher Cook, Seconded by Justin Cheng.  Vote: Motion carried unanimously 
(summary: Yes = 3). Yes: Leslie Girard, Christopher Cook, Justin Cheng. Absent: Daniel 
Dodge Jr., Michael Guth.  

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

a. Meeting Called to Order – The meeting was called to order by Interim Chair Girard at 
2:03 p.m. 

b. Introduction of Christopher Cook, Professional Engineer Hearing Board Member 
 
2. ROLL CALL – Present: Christopher Cook, Leslie Girard, Justin Cheng.  Absent: Daniel Dodge 

Jr.  Arrived Late: Michael Guth arrived at 2:07 p.m.  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA – None. 
 

4. Ratified the prior approval to Accept and File Summary of Actions for the Special Hearing 
Board Meeting of April 24, 2025 
Motion: Ratify prior approval due to procedural correction regarding non-voting member 
participation. Action: Approve.  Moved by Justin Cheng, Seconded by Leslie Girard.  Vote: 
Motion carried unanimously (summary: Yes = 3). Yes: Christopher Cook, Leslie Girard, Justin 
Cheng. Absent: Daniel Dodge Jr., Michael Guth.  

 
5. Reapproved the Revised Hearing Board Meeting Schedule for Calendar Year 2025 per Attached 

Schedule 
Motion: Reapprove Revised Hearing Board Meeting Schedule for Calendar Year 2025 due to 
procedural correction regarding non-voting member participation. Action: Approve.  Moved 
by Leslie Girard, Seconded by Christopher Cook.  Vote: Motion carried unanimously 
(summary: Yes = 3). Yes: Christopher Cook, Leslie Girard, Justin Cheng. Absent: Daniel 
Dodge Jr., Michael Guth.  

 
6. Accepted and Filed Summary of Actions for the Hearing Board Meeting of May 9, 2025 

Motion: Accept and file Summary of Actions for the Hearing Board Meeting of May 9, 2025.  
Action:  Approve.  Moved by Leslie Girard, Seconded by Justin Cheng.  Vote: Motion carried 
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unanimously by roll call vote (summary: Yes = 3). Yes: Christopher Cook, Leslie Girard, 
Justin Cheng. Absent: Daniel Dodge Jr., Michael Guth.  

 
Chairperson Guth arrived late to the meeting at 2:07 p.m. before Agenda Item #7. Upon 
Guth’s arrival, Interim Chair Girard relinquished the chair to Guth. 
 
7. Conducted Public Hearing 

 
A. Administration of Oath: Chair administered oath to all persons who will provide testimony 

for Docket 25-004: Monterey Regional Waste Management District dba ReGen Monterey 
Interim Variance Project. Staff: Amy Clymo, Engineering and Compliance Manager, and 
Bronwyn Nielson, Air Quality Compliance Inspector II.  Petitioners: Felipe Melchor, 
General Manager, Monterey Regional Waste Management District dba ReGen Monterey, 
and David Ramirez, Director of Engineering and Compliance, Monterey Regional Waste 
Management District dba ReGen Monterey. 
 

B. Docket 25-004: Monterey Regional Waste Management District dba ReGen Monterey 
Interim Variance Project 
Site: 14201 Del Monte Blvd., Salinas, California 
a. Petitioner Presents Case 
b. Staff Present Report  
c. Public Comment Related to Docket 25-004 – None. 
 
Prior to Hearing Board Discussion/Questions – Christopher Cook disclosed that he 
works for Central Coast Community Energy (3CE).  Another division of 3CE is working 
with ReGen Monterey on a project.  The project has no bearing on Cook’s employment 
with 3CE. He has no Conflict of Interest in participating in the public hearing. 
 
d. Hearing Board Discussion/Questions 
e. Hearing Board Decision/Order  

i. Make “Good Cause” Finding 
ii. Discuss Conditions 

Motion: Approve the variance order for Docket 25-004 as amended by discussion.  
Action:  Approve.  Moved by Leslie Girard, Seconded by Justin Cheng.  Vote: Motion 
carried unanimously by roll call vote (summary: Yes = 4). Yes: Christopher Cook, Justin 
Cheng, Leslie Girard, Michael Guth.  Absent: Daniel Dodge Jr.  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 2:43 p.m. 
 
Sirie Thongchua 
Executive Assistant 
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