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WILDFIRE AIR QUALITY IMPACT
PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY
Monterey, California — June 23, 2025

As wildfire season begins within the state of California, the public needs to be prepared to take protective
action against the harmful effects of wildfire smoke. During wildfire events, air quality can be degraded to
unhealthful levels. MBARD monitors air quality throughout Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz counties and
uses the Air Quality Index to categorize different levels of exposure and risk. MBARD’s wildfire smoke sensor
network data can be viewed at: https://www.mbard.org/wildfire-smoke-information-and-resources.

Health Effects of Wildfire Smoke:

Smoke is made up of a complex mixture of gases and fine particles produced when wood and other organic
matter burn. Fine particles are the main component of wildfire smoke and pose the primary public health
threat. These fine particles are especially harmful to children, elderly, and to people with heart or lung
disease. Further information about the health effects of wildfire smoke can be found on the EPA website:
www.epa.gov/wildfire-smoke-course/health-effects-attributed-wildfire-smoke.

Wildfire Advisories

MBARD will issue air quality advisories when air quality is significantly impacted by wildfires. These advisories
are intended to provide a summary of current/past air quality and forecast future smoke impacts based on
weather and fire strength. Even in areas far from fires or areas not covered by a smoke advisory, if you can
smell smoke or see ash from a wildfire, avoid or limit outdoor activities.

Richard A. Stedman
Air Pollution Control Officer
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